Page | 6

Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
November 7, 2015

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Stand For What We Stand For” Part 6

"The Sanctuary Message"
In this series called, “Stand for What We Stand For”, we are examining many of our historic biblical beliefs, unique to Seventh-day Adventism. Unfortunately many of those beliefs have been under attack and replaced with new theology doctrines. One such doctrine is the sanctuary doctrine, a pillar of our faith. But because of a progressive liberal trend, many now believe that the atonement was completed at the cross and the sanctuary message has been discarded. Many Adventists will tell you they have never heard such a message on the sanctuary. This is not the case at Victory as we have a sanctuary message at least once a year. 
Ephesians 6:13 tells us,
“Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  

Today as we open God’s word, we want to discover God’s marvelous Plan of Salvation and answer the question, when was it devised?
Revelation 13:8 says, “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

“… the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Before the first six days of creation, before man was created, there was a plan in effect to rescue and redeem him in case he chose to disobey. What a loving God.
How well we all know the story of our first parent’s rebellion and because of that holy pair’s transgression, we read in Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” And the penalty for sin is in:
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

“For the wages of sin is death; …” 
1 John 3:4 is the Bible’s definition of sin, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Every person who has ever sinned comes under the penalty of the second death; unless there is a suitable innocent substitute to take their place. 
John 3:16 provides that substitute, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” So the scriptures declare God’s love for fallen man and the extent God would go to save him. He points the way to eternal life through the remarkable plan of salvation so brilliantly illustrated in the Sanctuary.
John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, 
  I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
 Psalm 77:13 “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?”  

So understanding that Jesus is the Way, and that God’s Way is in the sanctuary, then in addition to finding the plan of salvation clearly illustrated in the sanctuary, we must find Jesus in every part of the sanctuary as well.

So what was one of God’s purposes for the sanctuary? 
In Exodus 25:8, God said to Moses, “And let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.” He wanted to dwell amongst His people. 

Did God give them any special instructions for its construction? Yes, in fact in the next verse God said, 
“According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle ...” So Moses was given specific instructions to build a tabernacle after the heavenly pattern. 
We are going to see Jesus in every part of the sanctuary.
Briefly, we see in this slide, a fenced in courtyard. It will be in the courtyard where all the substitute sacrifices will be killed.   
There is only one gate entrance on the east side. 

In the plan of salvation, planet earth is the courtyard, in which the innocent Lamb of God is killed.

      The first item in the courtyard is an altar of sacrifice with smoke rising from a burnt offering. 
    
Then there is a much smaller item called a laver, between it and the tabernacle or sanctuary. 
 
Notice a column of white smoke rising from the tent structure. We will be breaking down what all this means shortly, but first let’s look at what we’ve just seen in a simplified top down view.
We see a large courtyard whose dimensions were 100 x 50 cubits (150 feet x 75 feet), and the East gate, the only entrance. Next, is the altar of burnt offerings. The laver is next and then we come to the 2 apartment sanctuary; the first apartment designated the Holy place which has 3 articles of furniture, which will be explained later. In the second apartment, called the Most Holy Place we find one article of furniture.

There priests carry on a daily ministry in the Holy place of the sanctuary.
When a person has committed a sin, and they were convicted and wanted to be forgiven, they were required to bring an innocent lamb without blemish to the sanctuary.

Almost any clean animal could be sacrificed. The sacrifice could be a lamb or a goat. Poorer people could bring turtledoves or a pigeon. The sacrifice still had to be without blemish.  If the sacrifice were to be a pigeon or a turtledove, the sinner would ring off its head. Care had to be taken to wash the sacrifice, even its internal organs. And a bird’s feathers had to be plucked.
They would enter the courtyard by the gate on the east end. John 10:9   says, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved,” So here we see Jesus as the Door or Entrance Gate into the courtyard. 
The sinner enters and positions himself and his sacrifice near the altar of burnt offering.
As the man confessed his sins over the head of the lamb, the sin was symbolically, being transferred from the person—the real sinner—to the substitute, the innocent lamb victim. 

The sinner then took the knife and was required to cut the throat of the innocent lamb. God wanted us to understand that we are to take no pleasure in sin. 
Hebrews 9:22 “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.” 
“… without shedding of blood is no forgiveness of sins.”
The Altar Burnt of Burnt Offering is where the Sacrifices are made. The first phase of the Atonement begins with the sacrifice. 


Jesus was the perfect Sacrifice that all animal sacrifices pointed to and He died on the Cross in the courtyard of planet Earth. Who's our Lamb?  Jesus. 
Before we confess our sin, who deserves to die?  We do. 
After we confess it, who has died in our place?  Jesus has. 

Who bears our guilt? Jesus does, the Lamb of God. So we don't need to carry around a heavy weight of guilt.  
There Are Only 2 Ways In Which Our Sins Can Be Atoned For. 1)  Jesus Dying For Our Sins or 2) We Refuse Jesus, And Therefore We Have to die the second death.           
So it is at the altar of burnt sacrifice in ancient times, and it is at the cross in our day that we receive Justification, coming just as we are.

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
Let’s look at this again, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, (Justification) and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (Sanctification)  Without the sanctifying power of God, we can do nothing righteous. We would all fall far short of His glory. 

  And whether it was before the cross or after, all are saved by the same means, by the GRACE of God in what Jesus did for us on the cross. He died the redeemed sinner’s second death and cancelled our penalty. Justification + Sanctification = GRACE
Now let us continue the Sanctuary illustration of the Plan of Salvation.

After the Altar of Burnt Offering we come to the Laver. 
It was at the Laver where the priest would wash his hands and feet before going into the sanctuary.   
The ceremonial cleansing - washing hands and feet stood for sanctification, or becoming holy. Serving God requires not just cleansing from sin, but desiring holiness. Sanctification is the power to live a holy life.
 Exodus 30:20, 21 “When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:  So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations. 

It is therefore a serious requirement that we "wash" as we come to handle any of the things of the Lord, because those who believe in the Lord Jesus are considered priests in the New Testament sense - see I Peter 2:9 and Revelation 1:6. 
From the Courtyard we are now going to go into the two apartment Sanctuary. By the way, it was in the Spring of AD 31 that Jesus ascended to heaven and began His Priestly ministry in the Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary.
The first apartment of the earthly sanctuary was called the HOLY PLACE, and it had three articles of furniture.


The first article is the Golden Lampstand, located on the South Side of the Holy Place.   
Do we see Jesus in the golden lampstand?
John 8:12 “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 
  
Jesus is the Light of the world.
The next piece of furniture is the Table of Showbread on the north side of the Holy Place.


On the table were placed two stacks of six loaves of show bread,
Do we find Jesus in the Table of Showbread? Jesus said He was the Bread that came down from Heaven. John 6:33, 50, 51, 58. 

In verse 35, “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; ...”  
Next the Altar of Incense was on the West Side of the Holy Place before the veil which separated the Holy and Most Holy Place. 
This is where incense was burned and blood was placed on the horns of the altar.

Daily the priest ministered at the altar of incense.

It is the intercession of Jesus that makes our prayers acceptable to God.
When we look at the cross and then all the components of the courtyard and the sanctuary, they line up as a cross.

Revelation 8:3, 4 “And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense,  that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.”  

In vision, John saw Jesus in the Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary as described in Revelation 1:12, 13 “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;                      And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man,” 
The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted of two services, a daily and a yearly service.
The DAILY SERVICES were performed each day at the altar of burnt offering in the courtyard where the innocent animal was slain and in the Holy Place in the Sanctuary at the Altar of Incense before the veil. The yearly service was held once on the Day of Atonement in the Most Holy Place.


We will now pick up with the daily service which started at the altar of burnt offering. After the animal’s throat was cut, the priest would collect some blood in a basin. He would then enter the Holy Place and sprinkle blood before the veil; also putting blood on the horns of the altar with his finger, thereby transferring the sin to the sanctuary. 

The remainder of the blood of the offering was poured out round the base of the altar of burnt offering, foreshadowing the Lord Jesus, whose precious blood flowed out when His side was pierced on the cross by a Roman spear (John 19:34 & I Peter 1:19).
As the sins of Israel were accumulating in the sanctuary daily, there was a day appointed for the cleansing of the defiled sanctuary. 
That day was called the “Day of Atonement.” The service was administered only by the High Priest, in the second apartment called the Most Holy Place. 
Hebrews 9:7 “But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: …” 

Leviticus 16:33 “And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation.”
So, what and when was this Day of Atonement?
Leviticus 16:29, 30 “In the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all …”
“For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.” 

It is further confirmed in Leviticus 23:27-29  Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God. For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.”
The Day of Atonement was a Day of Judgment for Israel.        
The cleansing of the earthly sanctuary was a type of the Great anti-typical Day of Atonement, or the final judgment that would start in the time of the end. 
Suffice it to say that the earthly High Priest was a type of Jesus who would be our Heavenly High Priest in the Investigative Judgment that began at the end of the 2300 years in 1844.

So Jesus was both our sacrifice in the courtyard of Earth, and today is our heavenly High Priest in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary.

The only sin that was to be cleansed out of the sanctuary was the sin that was brought in, in the daily ministration, through the year, as a result of the confession and repentance of the sinner.

Those that did not repent and confess did not have their sins forgiven. They were cut off. 

Hebrews 9:1-7 “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the showbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and         the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:” 

With that introduction, we now move to the second apartment the MOST HOLY PLACE

The only article of furniture is the Ark of the Covenant. On the ark was  the Mercy Seat where the presence of God was between the two cherubim, who face each other and are looking down. Under the Mercy Seat and inside the ark were three items The Bowl of Manna; Aaron’s Rod that Budded; and the Ten Commandments.
Revelation 11:19 “And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament:and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.” 
“The temple of God was opened in heaven …”
In vision, John was allowed to see the ark of His Testament in the heavenly sanctuary. God is painting for us a judgment hour scene. So at the time the judgment commences, Jesus' ministry has now shifted to the Most Holy Place.

Hebrews 8:1, 2 “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 
A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”  Christ will go from the Holy part of the heavenly sanctuary, where He was when He ascended in 31 AD, to the Most Holy Place in October 1844, to begin the final work of “Investigative Judgment.” It will begin the anti-typical “Day of Atonement.” All the annual days of atonement in ancient Israel were a type.
Let us return now to the sanctuary on the typical Day of Atonement. As mentioned before, only the High Priest can perform this ceremony. Sins have been accumulating all year in the sanctuary and now the day has arrived for the cleansing of the sanctuary. The high priest was not allowed to sleep the night before in case defilement came upon him. On that day the high priest performed the morning sacrifice.       
Leviticus 16:3 “Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.” After making himself ready and making the necessary sacrifices, the time has come to begin this work. All of the camp of Israel has been afflicting their souls on this solemn day of the year.
Leviticus 16:7, 8 “And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.        And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.”

Leviticus 16:9 “And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.” So the blood of the Lord’s goat was used in the cleansing of the sanctuary. 
Leviticus 16:15 “Then shall he ill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, … and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:” If the Lord has accepted the sacrifice, the sins are transferred from the sanctuary, for it has been cleansed, and are then carried by the High priest, out of the sanctuary.
Leviticus 16:21, 22 “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.”  

“… and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.” 

This last step left the earthly sanctuary is cleansed and the camp of Israel forgiven of all the sins of the past year. 

In the anti-typical Day of Atonement, the work of our High Priest Jesus, which began in 1844 and will conclude one day when the Father tells His Son that the judgment is done. Jesus will give the declaration that ends the judgment found in Revelation 22:11, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”

It is at that moment that Jesus takes all the pardoned sins of all the righteous, from Abel to the last forgiven sinner, and transfers them to the head of Satan, the one whom the scapegoat was a type; The Heavenly Sanctuary Is Cleansed.
Daniel 12:1 says, “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that          same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” With the end of the judgment, God’s mercy and grace are withdrawn from the earth and the 7 last plagues begin to fall on the living unsaved.  

My brothers and sisters, we have just seen the plan of salvation demonstrated in the earthly sanctuary which is a type of the heavenly.
Just as the lambs were slain to be the innocent victims of those sins committed by the sinners before the cross, so Jesus the Lamb of God was the innocent victim who was slain for those sins committed by every sinner who chooses Him to be their Savior. We all had a part in the murder of Christ.
While Jesus tarries and we are yet in a period of probation, and even though the atoning sacrifice was made at Calvary 2000 years ago, we must come to Jesus Christ in humility, earnestly repentant and willing to confess and forsake our sins. Then our sins will be sent beforehand into the heavenly sanctuary to be mediated by and atoned for by the saving blood of heaven's Sacrifice and our High Priest Jesus Christ.  

When your case comes up in the heavenly sanctuary, will Jesus be able to raise His hands to the Father and say, “My blood Father, My blood.” Or will He bend His head with tears in His eyes and say, “What more could we have done to save him or her … he or she loved the world more.”
Jesus said He will come again for His true followers, and He will keep that promise.

Are we standing in the shadow of the cross? Have we forsaken all the world for Jesus? Have we renounced those idols that bind us to the world? When we breathe our last, there will be no second chance to be pardoned in full. Indeed Jesus has paid the full price for the broken Law of God.

He asks only one thing of you and me, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” John 14:15.
Next Sabbath November 14th God willing, we will cover Part #7 in our series, “Stand For What We Stand For.” 

Let us pray … 

